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Governance of addictions in Europe can be classified into 
four typologies based on the strategy of their policies and the 
organizational structure of their governments 

Europe has 4 different typologies of governance of addictions. This result is based on an analysis that 
takes into account: 

 (1) The strategies determining addiction policies 
 (2) The organizational structures designed to implement the policies 

Model 1 gathers eight countries whose strategy is focused on illegal substances, i.e. cannabis and 
heroin. They mostly have a well-being and relational management strategy combined with a 
comprehensive structure that involves different stakeholders. They have decriminalized the 
possession of illegal substances (mostly cannabis) and have innovative harm reduction policies. 
Model 2 includes six countries which have focused their national policies on regulating legal 
substances, especially tobacco and alcohol. Similarly to Model 1, they promote well-being and have 
complex and inclusive organization structures. 
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Model 3 includes a heterogeneous group of countries from 
the socioeconomic point of view. Their particularity is 
that they can be considered countries in transition from 
Model 4 to either Model 1 or 2. Model 4 countries have a 
traditional approach to addictions. They do not have a 
public health approach and the ministry responsible to 
tackle addictions is the ministry of the interior. The 
organizational structure is simple and the government 
does not facilitate the involvement other public, private 
and nonprofit stakeholders.  
Based on this analysis, most European countries are 
heading towards an ideal model whose main focus is 
public health and thus the strategy is to deal in a 
comprehensive way both with legal and illegal 
substances. To avoid inconsistencies, collaborative 
governance is needed (both inside multilevel governance 
in cross cutting issues within structures; and outside the 
public sector in collaboration with stakeholders). 
However, none of the 4 models presented has yet 

achieved this ideal model of governance of addictions. 



 

 

 
 

READ MORE 

Segura, L., Albareda, A., Ysa, T. Colom, J., Ramon, A., Carrión, M. & Fernández-i-Marín, X. (2013): Governance view. Addiction 
and Lifestyles in Contemporary Europe: Reframing Addictions Project (ALICE RAP): Deliverable 13.1 
 
Ysa, T., Colom, J., Albareda, A., Ramon, A., Carrión, M., & Segura, L. (2014): Governance of Addictions: European Public Policies. 
Oxford, United Kingdom: Oxford University Press 
 
Ysa, T., Albareda, A. & Forberger, S. (2014): What is Governance? In Peter Anderson, Gerhard Bühringer and Joan Colom (eds.) 
Reframing addictions: policies, processes and pressures. The ALICE RAP project, p. 8-16 

The research leading to these findings has received funding from the European Union’s FP7 under Grant Agreement nº 266813 

The views expressed here reflect those of the authors only and the European Union is not liable for any use that may be made of this information 

http://www.alicerap.eu/resources/documents/doc_download/155-deliverable-13-1-governance-view.html
http://ukcatalogue.oup.com/product/9780198703303.do
file:///C:/Users/Adri%25C3%25A0/Downloads/ALICE-RAP_E-BOOK.pdf

